
Introduction

Insect pests are a major constraint on crop produc-
tion, especially in developing countries. The red flour
beetle, Tribolium castaneum Herbst (Coleoptera: Tene-
brionidae), is one of the most widespread and destruc-
tive stored-product insect pests throughout the world.
Beetles and larvae feed on a very wide variety of dry
vegetable substances, such as milled cereal products
(Rees, 2004). Infestations not only cause significant

losses of grains, they also elevate their temperature
and moisture conditions that lead to an accelerated
growth of molds, including toxigenic species (Magan
et al., 2003).

Currently, the measures to control pest infestation
in grain and dry food products rely on the use of liquid
insecticides, such as organophosphates, pyrethroids
and gaseous insecticides. This can lead to problems
such as environmental toxicity, increasing application
costs, pest resistance to pesticides, ozone layer deple-
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The present investigation was aimed to analyse the chemical composition of essential oil isolated from Heracleum
persicum Desf. ex Fischer and assess its lethal and sub-lethal effects against Tribolium castaneum (Herbst). Essential
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to LC40 values of fumigation adult’s bioassay as sub-lethal concentrations were used to evaluate the antifeedant effects.
H. persicum essential oil has significant antifeedant effects on T. castaneum adults and decrease of feeding happened
when oil concentrations increased. The results of the present study indicate that essential oil of H. persicum, with
wide bio-effects on T. castaneum, is a source of biologically active agents which may potentially prove to be efficient
insecticides.
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tion and lethal effects on non-target organisms in addi-
tion to direct toxicity to the consumer (Zettler & Arthur,
2000; Khalfi et al., 2008; Nyamador et al., 2010; Wei
et al., 2014). The search for natural and environmen-
tally friendly insecticidal substances is ongoing becau-
se of the negative effects of conventional chemical
insecticides.

Essential oils are extracted by distillation and ex-
pression, and are popular as ingredients of perfumes,
cosmetics and household cleaning products, as well as
being used for flavouring food and drink. Recently, as
an alternative pest control technology, essential oils
have attracted particular attention because of their
specificity to pests, biodegradable nature and potential
for commercial application (Liu et al., 2006). Essential
oils generally have a broad spectrum of bioactivity
because of the presence of several active ingredients
that work through several modes of action. The toxicity
of individual oils or compounds often exerts differen-
tial effects depending on both the mode of action and
the target pest (Isman, 2006). Investigations in several
countries confirm that some plant essential oils not
only possess contact and fumigant toxicity against
stored product insect pests, but repel insects as well as
exhibit feeding inhibition or harmful effects on the
reproductive system of insects (Isman, 2006; Rajen-
dran & Srianjini, 2008).

Apiaceae (Umbelliferae) is one of the best known
families of flowering plants, which comprise 300-450
genera and 3000-3700 species. They are aromatic
plants and have a distinctive flavor with diverse volatile
compounds present in the fruits and leaves (Pimenov
& Leonov, 1993). Heracleum persicum Desf. Ex Fisher
(syn. H. pubescens Rech. and H. glabrescens Boiss. &
Hohen.) known as Persian Hogweed or “Golpar”, is an
annual native plant to the Alborz region, the northern
part of Iran with a wide distribution across the country.
Its fruits are widely used as a spice and flavoring agent
in foods and in the preparation of pickles (Amin, 1991)
as well as carminative, antiseptic, digestive, analgesic,
antioxidant and anticonvulsant herbal drug in Iranian
traditional medicine (Souri et al., 2004; Sayyah et al.,
2005; Radjabian et al., 2013).

Due to the widespread use of H. persicum as a me-
dicinal plant and flavoring agent, and as part of the
search for bio-rational alternatives to synthetic insec-
ticides, this study aims to evaluate the effects of H. per-
sicum essential oil as a contact and fumigant insecti-
cide, repellent, and antifeedant against T. castaneum.
In addition, the chemical composition of this essential

oil was analyzed by gas chromatography-mass
spectrometry (GC-MS).

Material and methods

Plant material and essential oil analysis

The seeds of H. persicum were collected from Mesh-
kin shahr city, Ardabil province, Iran. The seeds were
air-dried in the shade at room temperature (26-28°C)
for 10 days and the essential oil was isolated by hydro-
distillation method using a Clevenger apparatus. Con-
ditions of extraction were: 50 g of air-dried sample,
1:10 in water (w/v), 3 h distillation. Anhydrous sodium
sulfate was used to remove water after extraction and
extracted essential oil was stored at 4°C.

GC-MS analysis was carried out on a HP 7890A GC
(Hewlett-Packard, Palo Alto, CA, USA) equipped with
a split injector and 5975C mass selective detector
system. Chromatographic separation was carried out
in a HP-5 capillary column (30 m × 0.25 mm, 0.25 µm
in film thickness). The MS was operated in the EI mode
(70 eV). The GC-MS interface, ion source, and
quadruple temperatures were set at 280°C, 230°C, and
150°C, respectively. The injector temperature was set
at 250°C, the column temperature program started at
50°C for 3 min, increased by 10°C min–1 to 110°C and
by 10°C min–1 to 180°C, and was maintained for 2 min.
Helium (99.999%) was used as the carrier gas with
flow rate of 1 mL min–1. Identification of spectra was
carried out by studying their fragmentation and by
comparison with standard spectra present in the library
of the instrument. Area normalization was used for
determination of composition percentage.

Insect rearing

Tribolium castaneum was reared in plastic rectan-
gular containers (20 cm length × 14 cm width × 9 cm
height) containing a wheat flour and wheat bran
mixture (2:8 w/w). The mouth of the containers was
covered with a fine mesh cloth for ventilation and to
prevent the beetles from escaping. Cultures were
maintained in an incubator at 27 ± 2°C and 60 ± 5%
relative humidity (RH) in the dark. Parent adults were
obtained from laboratory stock cultures maintained at
the Department of Plant Protection, University of
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Tehran, Iran. All experimental procedures were carried
out under the same environmental conditions as the
cultures.

Repellent activity

A choice bioassay system was used to study the re-
pellency of H. persicum essential oil. One half of filter-
paper disks (6 cm in diameter) was treated with 200 μL
of acetonic solution of the essential oil and dried for
5 min. Half of the bottom of a Petri dish was covered
with the treated f ilter paper (Whatman No. 1) with
concentration of 0.035, 0.07, 0.106, 0.141 and 0.212 µL
cm–2, while the other half was covered with a f ilter
paper disk impregnated with acetone. Ten unsexed
adults were put into each Petri dish and the lid was sealed
with parafilm®. Four replicates were run for each tested
concentration, so that 40 adults were assayed per con-
centration. The number of insects on the two half paper
disks was recorded after 2 and 4 h from the beginning
of the test. Percentage of repellency (PR) was calcula-
ted as follows: PR = [(C – T) / (C + T)] × 100, where
C = numbers of insects on the untreated area, and
T = numbers of insects on the treated area (Nerio et al.,
2009). Positive values express repellent and negative
attraction values.

Contact toxicity

The contact toxicity of H. persicum essential oil
against adults of T. castaneum was evaluated on filter
paper discs of 6 cm in diameter which were treated
with the substances diluted in acetone as a solvent.
Range-finding studies were done to determine the fair
testing concentrations. Concentrations of 1, 1.82, 3.32,
6.04, 10.99 and 20 μL of essential oil diluted in 0.5 mL
of acetone were applied to the filter paper discs and
the filter papers were placed in Petri’s dishes of 6 cm
diameter. These concentrations are equivalent to 0.03,
0.06, 0.11, 0.21, 0.38 and 0.71 μL cm–2. The acetone
was allowed to evaporate for 5 min before introduction
of 10 unsexed insect adults and these were kept in dark-
ness in the incubator at 27 ± 2°C and 60 ± 5% RH. The
lids of Petri dishes were pierced (1 cm diameter) and
then covered by a fine mesh cloth to avoid fumigant
toxicity. In the control groups only acetone was applied
to the filter papers. Each treatment was replicated three
times and insect mortality was recorded after 24 h.

Fumigant toxicity

To determine the fumigant toxicity, f ilter paper
(Whatman No. 1, cut into 2-cm diameter pieces) was
impregnated with essential oil at doses calculated to
give equivalent fumigant concentrations of 17.86,
24.64, 34, 46.92, 64.71 and 89.28 μL L–1 air. The
impregnated filter paper was then attached to the un-
dersurface of the screw cap of a glass vial (280 mL).
The caps were screwed tightly on a vial containing 10
insects. Each concentration and the control were repli-
cated tree times. Larvae (10-12 d-old), pupae (8-9 d-
old) and unsexed adults (1-7 d-old) were tested as abo-
ve. When no leg or antennal movements were observed,
insects were considered dead. Mortality was determi-
ned after 24 h from commencement of exposure for
larvae and adults, while adults emerging from pupae
were noted after 10 days.

For bioassay of eggs, 50 newly emerged beetles (ma-
le and female) were placed in 280 mL glass jars contai-
ning wheat meal and after 24 h, the insects were remo-
ved. Then treated f ilter papers were placed in each
glass jars containing meal and 24 h old eggs. The jars
were checked after 14 days to compare the number of
emerged larvae between treated and control groups.

Antifeedant activity

The antifeedant effect of sub-lethal doses on 1 to 7-
day old adults was assessed as described for fumigant
toxicity with concentrations ranging from LC10 to LC40

for 24 h exposure time. Surviving adults were removed
and used immediately for the antifeedant assay. Ten
grams of wheat flour and 50 insects previously treated
with sub-lethal doses of oil was placed in each Petri
dish (φ 6 cm). The lids of Petri dishes were pierced
(φ 1 cm) and then covered by a f ine mesh cloth for
ventilation. Control groups were treated in the same
way without oil. Each experiment was replicated three
times. Reduction in the flour weight in each Petri dish
was calculated after 72 h as follows: Feeding Deterren-
ce Index or FDI (%) = [(Control – Treatment) / Con-
trol] × 100, where ‘Control’ is the weight of meal con-
sumed by the insects without essential oils and
‘Treatment’ the weight of meal consumed by the in-
sects treated with essential oils.

The experiments were arranged in a completely ran-
domize design and the data were analyzed with ANOVA.
The means were separated using the Tukey’s test at the
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5% level. The LC50 values with confidence limits were
calculated by probit analysis using the SPSS version
16.0 software package.

Results

The essential oil isolated by hydro-distillation from
the seed of H. persicum was found to be pale yellow
and the yield was 1.6% (w/w). The results of the chemi-
cal analysis are presented in Table 1. Thirty two com-
pounds were positively identif ied in the oil. In this
study, hexyl butyrate (50.58%), octyl acetate (9.80%),
hexyl hexanoate (8.75%), hexyl 2-methylbutanoate
(5.89%), octyl 2-methylbutanoate (4.08%), hexyl
isobutyrate (3.85%) and vinylcyclohexane (3.28%)

were found to be the major constituents, accounting
for 85.96% of the total oil (Table 1).

According to Fig. 1, the essential oil of H. persicum
strongly repelled T. castaneum adults even at the lowest
concentration, the repellency increased with increasing
concentrations of essential oil. Complete repellency
(100%) occurred when the highest concentration
(0.212 μL cm–2) was applied for 8 h.

Fig. 2 shows that the adults of T. castaneum were
very susceptible to the contact toxicity of essential oil
of H. persicum and even the lowest concentration
(0.03 μL cm–2) was signif icantly different from the
control according to Tukey’s test. The mortality was
dose-dependent and increased with increasing
concentrations (F = 284.57, p = 0.0001). Results of
the probit analysis showed that the 24 h LC50 with 95%

Table 1. Result of GC-MS analysis of essential oil from Heracleum persicum seed

No. Compound
Retention 

(%) Quality
Molecular 

Formula
time (min) weight

1 n-hexanol 4.496 0.56 83 102.1748 C6H14O
2 isopropyl 2-methylbutyrate 4.864 0.49 80 144.2114 C8H16O2

3 isopropyl isopentanoate 5.025 0.36 90 144.2114 C8H16O2

4 butyl isobutyrate 6.520 0.21 90 144.2114 C8H16O2

5 butyric acid butyl ester 7.690 1.33 90 144.2114 C8H16O2

6 n-octanal 7.879 0.22 74 128.2120 C8H16O
7 n-hexyl acetate 8.206 0.40 90 144.2114 C8H16O2

8 o-cymene 8.532 1.10 97 134.2182 C10H14

9 1,8-cineole 8.704 0.22 99 154.2493 C10H18O
10 butyl 2-methylbutanoate 9.025 0.39 90 158.2380 C9H18O2

11 butyl 3-methylbutanoate 9.162 0.25 90 158.2380 C9H18O2

12 γ-terpinene 9.530 0.26 96 136.2340 C10H16

13 1-octanol 9.915 0.36 91 130.2279 C8H18O
14 linalool 10.752 0.74 91 154.2493 C10H18O
15 hexyl propionate 10.901 0.30 90 158.2380 C9H18O2

16 hexyl isobutyrate 12.171 3.85 91 172.2646 C10H20O2

17 hexyl butyrate 13.518 50.58 91 172.2646 C10H20O2

18 vinylcyclohexane 13.678 3.28 74 110.1968 C8H14

19 octyl acetate 14.023 9.80 91 172.2646 C10H20O2

20 hexyl 2-methylbutanoate 14.717 5.89 83 186.2912 C11H22O2

21 hexyl isovalerate 14.836 0.95 90 186.2912 C11H22O2

22 hexyl valerate 16.159 0.16 47 186.2912 C11H22O2

23 octyl propionate 16.527 0.20 90 186.2912 C11H22O2

24 (-)-α-thujone 17.334 0.37 64 152.2334 C10H16O
25 octyl 2-methylpropanoate 17.643 2.41 91 200.3178 C12H24O2

26 (-)-β-thujone 18.474 0.89 64 152.2334 C10H19O
27 hexyl hexanoate 18.759 8.75 91 200.3178 C12H24O2

28 isopropylcyclopentane 18.996 0.44 38 112.2126 C8H16

29 2-octyne 19.667 0.48 72 110.1968 C8H14

30 octyl 2-methylbutanoate 19.946 4.08 90 214.3443 C13H26O2

31 2-(aminomethyl)-butyric acid 23.531 0.34 59 131.1740 C6 H13O2

32 heptyloctanoate 27.846 0.20 38 242.3975 C15H30O2

Total 99.86
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confidence limits was 0.194 (0.118-0.363) μL cm–2

(Table 2).
The essential oil of H. persicum demonstrated fumi-

gant toxicity to all stages of T. castaneum. This essen-
tial oil killed the larvae, pupae and adults and signifi-
cantly decreased larvae emerging from treated eggs.
The activity depended on essential oil concentrations
(F = 47.25, p = 0.0001 for eggs, F = 263.93, p = 0.0001
for larvae, F = 89.82, p = 0.0001 for pupae, F = 1591.57,
p = 0.0001 for adults) (Fig. 3). In the fumigant toxicity
test, according to Table 2, the LC50 values with their
95% confidence limits were 41.779 (29.991-60.831),
62.871 (53.333-79.427) and 46.005 (35.558-63.715)
for larvae, pupae and adults, respectively. It is obvious
that larvae were more susceptible than adults and
pupae. On the other hand, pupae were more tolerant
than larvae and adults (Table 2).

Probit analysis for fumigant toxicity on adults sho-
wed that sub-lethal concentrations from LC10 to LC40

Figure 1. Repellency of essential oil of Heracleum persicum
against the adults of Tribolium castaneum recorded 4 and 8 h
after treatment. Repellency % = (C – T) × 100 / (C + T);
C = number of insects on the control; T = number of insects on
the treated. Ten adults were used per replicate.

Figure 2. Contact toxicity of essential oil of Heracleum
persicum against the adults of Tribolium castaneum after 24 h
of exposition. Means with the same letter on standard error bars
are not significantly different (p = 0.05, Tukey’s test). Twenty
adults were used per replicate.

Table 2. Results of probit analysis for contact and fumigant toxicity of the essential oil of Heracleum persicum against
Tribolium castaneum

Test1 Insect 24-h LC50 with 95% 
Intercept ± SE Slope ± SE

Chi-square 
stage confidence limits2 (df = 4)

Contact toxicity Adult 0.194 (0.118-0.363) 5.86 ± 0.15 1.35 ± 0.16 8.230

Fumigant toxicity Larvae 41.779 (29.991-60.831) 0.09 ± 0.53 3.03 ± 0.33 14.330
Pupae 62.871 (53.333-79.427) 1.22 ± 0.51 2.10 ± 0.31 5.065
Adult 46.005 (35.558-63.715) 0.34 ± 0.52 2.80 ± 0.32 9.180

1 N=420 for each test. 2 μL cm–2 for contact toxicity and μL L–1 air for fumigant toxicity.

/

Figure 3. Fumigant toxicity of the essential oil of Heracleum
persicum against the eggs, larvae, pupae and adults of Tribolium
castaneum after 24 h. The mean emerged larvae from treated
eggs after 14 days indicate the susceptibility of eggs. For each
parameter studied means with the same letter on standard error
bars are not signif icantly different (p = 0.05, Tukey’s test).
Twenty adults were used per replicate.
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were 16.06 to 37.36 μL L–1 air respectively and these
concentrations were used to assess feeding deterrent
activity. Fig. 4 shows that the essential oil of H. per-
sicum had significant antifeedant effects on adults of
T. castaneum in a dose-dependant manner. The con-
centrations of 53.89, 59.71, 67.5, 72.79, 77.85, 87.38
and 93.2% were used in FDI bioassay. This effect was
also dose-dependent (F = 18.45, p = 0.0001) and con-
centration of 37.36 μL L–1 air (the LC40) caused the
highest antifeedant effect in which food consumption
and FDI values were 0.09 g and 93.2% respectively
(Fig. 4).

Discussion

There are many studies related to sensitivity of Tri-
bolium castaneum to plant essential oils that support
the results of the present study. For example, Zapata
& Smagghe (2010) reported the repellent activity and
the contact and fumigant toxicity of four essential oils
extracted from the leaves and bark of Laurelia semper-
virens Tul. (Monimiaceae) and Drimys winteri J.R.
Forster and G. Forster (Winteraceae) against T. casta-
neum. After 4 h of exposure, >90% repellency was
achieved with L. sempervirens oils at low concentra-
tions of 0.032 μL cm–2, while for D. winteri oils con-
centrations 3-10 times higher were needed to achieve
it. LC50 values by topical application of L. sempervi-
rens oils were from 39 to 44 μg mg–1 insect; for D. win-
teri oils these were from 75 to 85 μg mg–1 insect. By
fumigation, LC50 values for L. sempervirens oils were

1.6-1.7 μL L–1 air, while these were 9.0-10.5 μL L–1 air
for D. winteri oils. In the study of Abbasipour et al.
(2011), the insecticidal activity of the essential oil from
Elettaria cardamomum L. (Zingiberaceae) on the
adults of Ephestia kuehniella Zeller (Pyralidae), T.
castaneum and Callosobruchus maculatus (Fabricius)
was investigated. Results indicated that essential oil
of E. cardamomum was toxic to all insects and E. kueh-
niella adults were more sensitive than the Coleoptera
and T. castaneum was more tolerant compared to C.
maculatus. Also, the highest mortality of these insects
was seen after 12 hours. Caballero-Gallardo et al.
(2011) tested the repellent activity of essential oils
from Tagetes lucida Cav., Lepechinia betonicifolia
(Lam.), Lippia alba (Mill.), Cananga odorata (Lam.),
Rosmarinus officinalis L. and several of their consti-
tuents against T. castaneum. All essential oils were re-
pellents, followed a dose-response relationship, and
had bioactivity similar to or better than that of commer-
cial compound IR3535. Essential oils from C. odorata
and L. alba were the most active. Compounds from
essential oils, such benzyl benzoate, β-myrcene, and
carvone, showed good repellent properties. All mentio-
ned studies emphasized the results of the present study
for susceptibly of T. castaneum to plant essential oils
from lethal to sub-lethal bio-effects.

Lethal and sub-lethal insecticidal effects of H. per-
sicum essential oil have been reported in many studies.
For example, the fumigant toxicity of this essential oil
on C. maculatus was reported by Manzoomi et al.
(2010). LC50 value in this study was 337.38 μL L–1

that was much more than our LC50 values. In the study
of Izakmehri et al. (2013), the lethal and sublethal
effects of essential oils from H. persicum were
evaluated on C. maculatus adults. The LC50 value of
H. persicum was 219.4 μL L–1 air after 12 h and 136.4
μL L–1 air after 24 h of exposure, respectively. The
results showed that low lethal concentration (LC20) of
essential oils negatively affected the longevity,
fecundity, and fertility of female adults. In another
study, Sedaghat et al. (2011) found that H. persicum
essential oil exerted significant larvicidal potential with
LC50 value of 26.30 ppm against four instar larvae of
Anopheles stephensi Liston after 24 h and a positive
correlation was observed between the essential oil
concentrations and the mortality percentage. In the
study of Faraji et al. (2012), the effect of H. persicum
essential oil was tested on egg-laying of Phthorimaea
operculella (Zeller) with fresh potato leaves and
without them; the essential oil concentration in both

Figure 4. Feeding deterrence effect of sub-lethal concentrations
of the essential oil of Heracleum persicum on adults of
Tribolium castaneum. FDI was calculated as explained in M&M.
Means with the same letter on standard error bars are not
significantly different (p = 0.05, Tukey’s test). Fifty adults were
used per replicate.
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series of experiments affected to the female egg-laying
rate, the number of eggs laid was significantly higher
in the control than in the treated plants. The egg-laying
inhibition observed in both series of experiments was
56.8% and 48% respectively. Furthermore, Amizadeh
et al. (2013) studied the acaricidal activity of this oil
against eggs and adults of Tetranychus urticae Koch
(Acari: Tetranychidae). Their f indings are in
accordance with our results for lethal and sub-lethal
effects of H. persicum essential oil.

The mechanisms of essential oil toxicity to insects
have not been fully identified. Treating the insects with
essential oils or pure compounds may cause symptoms
due to neurotoxic activity. These symptoms include
hyperactivity, seizures, and tremors followed by
knocking down. Such symptoms are very similar to
those produced by pyrethroid insecticides (Isman,
2006). Enan (2001) suggested that toxicity of the
essential oil constituents is related to the octopaminer-
gic nervous system of insects. Octopamine is a neuro-
transmitter, neurohormone, and circulating neurohor-
mone-neuromodulator. Disruption of octopamine
results in total breakdown of the nervous system in in-
sects. The lack of octopamine receptors in vertebrates
may provide the mammalian selectivity of essential
oils as insecticides. Several reports illustrated that essen-
tial oils cause insect mortality by inhibiting acetyl-
cholinesterase enzyme (AChE) activity (Kostyukovsky
et al., 2002; Houghton et al., 2006; Abd El-Galeil
et al., 2009). However, some activity on the hormone
and pheromone system and on the cytochrome P450
monooxygenase enzyme has also been detected (Tsao
& Coats, 1995; De-Oliveira et al., 1997). In our pre-
vious study (Ebadollahi et al., 2013), the essential oil
isolated from Agastache foeniculum (Pursh) Kuntze
(Lamiaceae) not only showed high toxicity on T. casta-
neum larvae, but activity of esterase and glutathione S
transferase enzymes were also decreased besides redu-
cing total carbohydrate, lipid and protein contents.
These studies showthat the insecticidal activity of
essential oils is due to several mechanisms that affect
multiple targets.

Sefidkon et al. (2004) assessed the chemical compo-
sition of essential oils of the stems (before and at full
flowering stage), unripe and ripe seeds of H. persicum
by a combination of GC and GC/MS. Twenty-four
components were characterized from the stem oil be-
fore flowering with (E)-anethole (47.0%), terpinolene
(20.0%), γ-terpinene (11.6%) and limonene (11.5%)
as the main constituents. At full flowering stage, 33

compounds were identified in the stem oil with (E)-
anethole (60.2%), terpinolene (11.3%) and γ-terpinene
(7.1%) as the major components. Among the 30 com-
pounds identified in the seed oil of H. persicum, the
major constituents were hexyl butyrate (22.5% and
35.5%), octyl acetate (19% and 27%) and hexyl isobu-
tyrate (9.1% and 3.2%) in unripe and ripe seeds, res-
pectively. In the study of Radjabian et al. (2013), the
essential oils of flat-oval shaped fruits of 17 wild popu-
lations of H. persicum collected from different loca-
tions in Iran were obtained by hydro-distillation and
analyzed by GC-MS. The oil yields varied greatly
among populations and ranged from 1.6% to 4.9%
based on dried plant material. Thirty-six compounds,
which accounted for 89.7-99.0. % of the total oil, were
identif ied in the essential oils. Octyl acetate (7.5-
40.8%), hexyl butyrate (13.3-43.0%), hexyl isobu-
tyrate (2.9-7.2%) and hexyl 2-methyl butyrate (4.8-
11.9%) were the major components. Aliphatic esters
were the most abundant class of compounds identified
in the essential oils and of them, both octyl acetate and
hexyl butyrate were the characteristic constituents of
fruit essential oils. In the present study, hexyl butyrate,
octyl acetate and hexyl hexanoate were found as main
constituents of essential oil from H. persicum seed and
it confirm the results of previous mentioned studies.
Generally, the chemical composition of essential oil
varies with species, season, climate, soil type, age of
the leaves, soil fertility regimen, the method used for
drying the plant material and the method of oil
extraction (Batish et al., 2008).

The bioactivity of the essential oils depends on the
type and nature of the constituents and their concen-
tration. The toxicity, repellent, antifeedant and other
biological activities of plant essential oils are mainly
related to their constituents (Koul & Walia, 2009) and
it may be concluded that the biological effects of H.
persicum essential oil are related to its main compo-
nents, such as hexyl butyrate, octyl acetate and hexyl
hexanoate. The strong repellency, fumigant toxicity
and the safety of essential oil suggest that H. persicum
is a promising candidate to be used in insect pests’
management. Furthermore, this oil is used as fla-
voring and medicinal agents, and is considered to
reducing the harmful effect of conventional insecti-
cides on humans and the environment. For the prac-
tical application of the essential oil as insecticide,
further studies on formulation development are neces-
sary to improve eff icacy and stability, and cost re-
duction.



Essential oil of Heracleum persicum (Apiaceae) evaluated as insecticide 1173

Acknowledgments

I would like to thank Ms. Christine Frances Carson
for her worthwhile guidance’s in the present study.

References

Abbasipour H, Mahmoudvand M, Rastegar F, Hosseinpour
MH, 2011. Fumigant toxicity and oviposition deterrency
of the essential oil from cardamom, Elettaria cardamo-
mum, against three stored-product insects. J Insect Sci 11:
165.

Abd El-Galeil SA, Mohamed MI, Badawey ME, El-Arami
SA, 2009. Fumigant and contact toxicities of monoter-
penes to Sitophilus oryzae (L.) and Tribolium castaneum
(Herbst) and their inhibitory effects on acetylcholines-
terase activity. J Chem Ecol 35 (5): 518-525.

Amin GH, 1991. Iranian traditional medicinal plants. Re-
search Deputy of Health Ministry, Tehran. 130 pp.

Amizadeh M, Hejazi MJ, Askari Saryazdi G, 2013. Fumi-
gant toxicity of some essential oils on Tetranychus ur-
ticae (Acari: Tetranychidae). Inter J Acarol 39 (4): 285-
289.

Batish DR, Singh HP, Kohli RK, Kaur S, 2008. Eucalyptus
essential oil as a natural pesticide. Forest Ecol Manag 256:
2166-2174.

Caballero-Gallardo K, Olivero-Verbel J, Stashenko EE,
2011. Repellent activity of essential oils and some of their
individual constituents against Tribolium castaneum
Herbst. J Agri Food Chem 59: 1690-1696.

De-Oliveira AC, Ribeiro-Pinto LF, Paumgartten JR, 1997.
In vitro inhibition of CYP2B1 monooxygenase by beta-
myrcene and other monoterpenoid compounds. Toxicol
Letter 92 (1): 39-46.

Ebadollahi A, Khosravi R, Jalali Sendi J, Honarmand 
P, Moayed Amini R, 2013. Toxicity and physiolo-
gical effects of essential oil from Agastache foeniculum
(Pursh) Kuntze against Tribolium castaneum Herbst
(Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae) larvae. Ann Rev Res Biol
3(4): 649-658.

Enan EE, 2001. Insecticidal activity of essential oils: octo-
paminergic sites of action. Com Biochem Physiol 130 (3):
325-337.

Faraji Z, Serailo MH, Salehi L, 2012. Effect of essential oils
of plants Zattaria multiflora, Myrtus comminus and Hera-
cleum persicum on egg laying of potato tuber moth,
Phthorimaea operculella. Proc 20th Iranian Plant Protec-
tion Congress; Plant Diseases, Weed Science, Entomo-
logy, Acarology and Zoology. Shiraz University, Shiraz,
Iran. 360 pp.

Houghton PJ, Ren Y, Howes MJ, 2006. Acetylcholinesterase
inhibitors from plants and fungi. Natur Prod Rep 23 (2):
181-199.

Isman MB, 2006. Botanical insecticides, deterrents, and re-
pellents in modern agriculture and an increasingly regu-
lated world. Ann Rev Entomol 51: 45-66.

Izakmehri K, Saber M, Mehrvar A, Hassanpouraghdam MB,
Vojoudi S, 2013. Lethal and sublethal effects of essential
oils from Eucalyptus camaldulensis and Heracleum
persicum against the adults of Callosobruchus maculatus.
J Insect Sci 13: 152.

Khalfi O, Sahraoui N, Bentahar F, Boutekedjiret C, 2008.
Chemical composition and insecticidal properties of Ori-
ganum glandulosum (Desf.) essential oil from Algeria. J
Sci Food Agr 88: 1562-1566.

Kostyukovsky M, Rafaeli A, Gileadi C, Demchenko N,
Shaaya E, 2002. Activation of octopaminergic receptors
by essential oil constituents isolated from aromatic plants:
possible mode of action against insect pests. Pest Manag
Sci 58 (11): 1101-1106.

Koul O, Walia S, 2009. Comparing impacts of plant extracts
and pure allelochemicals and implications for pest control.
CAB Reviews: Perspectives in Agriculture, Veterinary
Science, Nutrition and Natural Resources 4: 1-30.

Liu CH, Mishra AK, Tan RX, Tang C, Yang H, Shen YF,
2006. Repellent and insecticidal activities of essential oils
from Artemisia princeps and Cinnamomum camphora and
their effect on seed germination of wheat and broad bean.
Biores Technol 97: 1969-1973.

Magan N, Hope R, Cairns V, Aldred D, 2003. Postharvest
fungal ecology: impact of fungal growth and mycotoxin
accumulation in stored grain. Eur J Plant Pathol 109: 723-
730.

Manzoomi N, Ganbalani GN, Rafiee Dastjerdi H, Asghar
Fathi SA, 2010. Fumigant toxicity of essential oils of
Lavandula officinalis, Artemisia dracunculus and Hera-
cleum persicum on the adults of Callosobrochus macu-
latus (Coleoptera: Bruchidae). Munis Entomol Zoo 5:
118-122.

Nerio L, Olivero-Verbel J, Stashenko E, 2009. Repellency
activity of essential oils from seven aromatic plants grown
in Colombia against Sitophilus zeamais Motschulsky
(Coleoptera). J Stored Prod Res 45: 212-214.

Nyamador WS, Ketoh GK, Amevoin K, Nuto Y, Koumaglo
HK, Glitho IA, 2010.Variation in the susceptibility of two
Callosobruchus species to essential oils. J Stored Prod
Res 46: 48-51.

Pimenov M, Leonov V, 1993. The genera of the Umbelliferae.
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK. 164 pp.

Radjabian T, Salimi A, Rahmani N, Shockravi A, Mozaffa-
rian V, 2013. Essential oil composition of some wild popu-
lations of Heracleum persicum Desf. Ex Fischer growing
in Iran. J Essent Oil Bear Plants 16 (6): 841-849.

Rajendran S, Srianjini V, 2008. Plant products as fumigants
for stored-product insects control. J Stored Prod Res 44:
126-135.

Rees D, 2004. Insects of stored products. CSIRO Publ,
Collingwood, Australia.

Sayyah M, Moaied S, Kamalinejad M, 2005. Anticonvulsant
activity of Heracleum persicum seed. J Ethnopharmacol
98: 209-211.

Sedaghat MM, Sanei Dehkordi A, Abai MR, Khanavi M,
Mohtarami F, Salim Abadi Y, Rafi F, Vatandoost H, 2011.
Larvicidal activity of essential oils of Apiaceae plants



1174 A. Ebadollahi et al. / Span J Agric Res (2014) 12(4): 1166-1174

against malaria vector, Anopheles stephensi. Iran J Arthro-
pod-Borne Dis 5 (2): 51-59.

Sefidkon F, Dabiri M, Mohammad N, 2004. Analysis of the
oil of Heracleum persicum L. (seeds and stems). J Essent
Oil Res 16 (4): 296-298.

Souri E, Farsam H, Sarkheil P, Ebadi F, 2004. Anti-
oxidant activity of some furanocoumarins isolated 
from Heracleum persicum. Pharmaceutic Biol 6: 396-
399.

Tsao R, Coats JR, 1995. Starting from natural to make better
insecticides. Chemtech 25: 23-28.

Wei LL, Hua RM, Li MY, Huang YZ, Li SG, He YJ, Shen
ZH, 2014. Chemical composition and biological activity
of star anise Illicium verum extracts against maize weevil,
Sitophilus zeamais adults. J Insect Sci 14: 80.

Zapata N, Smagghe G, 2010. 2010. Repellency and toxicity
of essential oils from the leaves and bark of Laurelia
sempervirens and Drimys winteri against Tribolium
castaneum. Ind Crops Prod 32: 405-410.

Zettler JL, Arthur FH, 2000. Chemical control of stored
product insects with fumigants and residual treatments.
Crop Protect 19: 577-582. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 765.354]
>> setpagedevice


